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poor eyes or ears or lack of some such driving force as
curiosity or love of construction. It is in cases like these
that one is led to think that native intelligence, or the
capacity to make a little experience go a long way, is not
a function of other endowments. Nor, indeed, in consider-
ing what factors go to the type of successful achievement
expected from intelligent people should the indomitable
spirit of man be neglected, not necessarily a possession of
intelligent people only.
measurement of intelligence
Therange between the feeble-minded and the child of super-
normal ability is very wide and suggests at once the prob-
lem of measuring intelligence, or finding standards by which
to judge in what section of the scale a pupil is to be placed.
In England, a child is said to be feeble-minded if there
exists from birth, or an early age, mental defectiveness so
pronounced that he appears to be permanently incapable
of receiving proper benefit from the instruction in ordinary
schools. It is important that teachers should note the
word permanently, for illness, bad home conditions, con-
stant change of schools, unsuitable methods of teaching
and many other causes can temporarily affect a child's
capacity to learn. Such children are generally said by
teachers to be backward, and must be distinguished from
the child who is dull though not feeble-minded. Here
then we have already four grades in the scale of intelligence
—the moron, the dull child, the child of average ability,
and the gifted or super-normal child.
Ever since Binet and Simon set out to investigate whether
the backwardness of a child was due to mental defect or
some such bad condition as illness, a small army of psy-
chologists have been devising tests by which to grade a
child's native ability.
Such tests are commonly called ' intelligence tests * and

